
Using the Agricultural Conservation Planning Framework (ACPF) 
in US EPA Nine Element Watershed Planning

Visit acpf4watersheds.org

Identify causes and sources 
of pollution

Estimate load reductions expected

Describe management measures  
and targeted critical areas

Estimate technical and financial 
assistance needed

Develop an information and  
education component

Develop a product schedule

Describe interim, measurable 
milestones

Identify indicators to measure 
progress

Develop a monitoring component

●	 ACPF output maps of stream network, runoff risk, Stream Power Index, drainage,  
and depressions are used to understand watershed hydrology and identify critical 
conservation issues.

●	 Field assessments are often used to evaluate resource issues and identify 
implementation options. ACPF output maps can be used to make these field visits 
more targeted and efficient. 

●	 To develop an implementation strategy, the ACPF practice siting tools are used  
to generate a watershed-wide catalog of practice opportunities.

●	 The ACPF output maps can strengthen funding proposals by helping to  
quantify needs and opportunities.

●	 ACPF output maps support partnership building during the planning process when 
practice maps and risk maps are used to inform conversations among partners.

●	 ACPF output maps are a valuable component of education and engagement plans 
where they can be used with land managers to show upstream-downstream 
connections of their work.

●	 The process of running and interpreting ACPF output maps is another opportunity  
for collaboration and partnership building.

●	 The strategy for evaluation and adaptive management can include plans to compare 
actual practice implementation to the opportunities identified with the ACPF toolbox.

EPA’s Nine Elements  
for Successful Watershed Plans

https://acpf4watersheds.org/

